
South African Institute for Engineering and Environmental 
Geologists 

 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held at 17h30 on Thursday 

08 March 2007 at the Volkswagen Conference Centre, 1166 
Sixteenth Road, Midrand. 

 
  Action 
1. WELCOME  
 The President, Tony A’ Bear, welcomed all present.  The meeting 

then had a one minute silence in remembrance of Mr. Jan Cronje who 
had recently passed away.  

Note 

2. PRESENT AND APOLOGIES 
Present: 
An attendance list was signed by all present, a total of 22 members 
and guests – see the attached Attendance Register.  
Apologies: 
Quite a number of apologies were received, mainly due to work 
pressures. These were: 
Kevin Goss-Ross, Ed Shedden, Willie van der Merwe, Casper 
Isherwood, GV Price, Andrew Forbes, Nicole Trollip, Neil Gunter, 
Frans Breytenbach, Dr Olivier, Derek Warwick, Isak Venter, Michel 
Benet, Richard Viljoen and Dudley Mulville. 
 

Note 

3. APPROVAL OF THE 2006 AGM MINUTES  
 The Minutes of the 2006 Annual General Meeting were handed out to 

all present. With no changes the Minutes were approved as follows: 
 
Proposed for Approval:  Prof Louis van Rooy 
Seconded by:   Mr Oliver Barker. 
 

 
 
 

Note 
 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING   
 Code of Practice on Health and Safety in Trial Holes – Phil Paige –

Green reported that the final draft of the document had been 
completed. It was available for any comment, though most comment 
had previously been received. It is anticipated to be published in June 
2007 
 

Note 

5. THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
 The SAIEG President, Mr Gary Davis presented his report for 2006 

on SAIEG activities. (See copy attached).  
 

Note 

6 FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND ISSUES  
6.1 Definition of Competent Persons on dolomites  
 Tony A’Bear gave some of the background to the SANS 10400 

document and the proposed definition therein of a Competent Person 
to work on dolomitic areas.  
He informed the meeting that SAIEG (our President) will address the  
National Dolomite Risk Management Working Committee (NDRMWC) 
in May this year, and were the first group to do this. Previously written 
comment had been sent to NDRMWC.  
 
Feedback will be given to the members on the outcome, via the 
Newsletter and the SAIEG Website.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JS / AAB 
 
 
 
 

6.2  The SAIEG Constitution  
 It is planned to revise the SAIEG Constitution as a matter of urgency 

in 2007. Extra pressure to update the Constitution comes from issues 
arising out of membership applications, and the need to 

Sub 
Committee 
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accommodate Environmental Geologists who apply for membership, 
as well as the Institute’s relationship with SACNASP. In addition, we 
need to be sure that, a clear definition of our society is encapsulated 
in the document. 
 
The review Committee will comprise Tony A’Bear, (Chair), John Stiff, 
Kobus Venter, Margaret Wynne and Louis van Rooy.  
 

6.3 Events Calendar  
 A calendar of Events has been drawn up for the year. M Wynne is the 

Co-coordinator, and will welcome suggestions from the members. It is 
hoped to have quarterly talks, further courses a Lecture / Dinner to 
honour the name of Tony Brink, and hopefully a site visit to an 
interesting project. More information to be published as the events are 
finalized. 

M Wynne 

7 THE TREASURER’S REPORT  
 The outgoing Treasurer, Mr. Andy Schulze-Hulbe presented the 

Report for the Financial Year 2006. 
 
He thanked Messrs G Davis and T A’ Bear for the considerable effort 
they put in to running three Soil Profiling and Core Logging 
Workshop and Practical courses during the year. Two were held in 
Gauteng and one in Durban. There were very well supported and a 
great financial success. 
 
The Financial Report and budget for 2007 are attached to the 
Minutes. 
  

AS-H 

   
8. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS JS 
 It was proposed that the current Auditors, O.E CLOWE and 

ASSOCIATES be re-appointed for the 2007 financial year. 
 
Proposed: Oliver Barker 
Seconded: Dave de Villiers 
 

 
 
 
 

9. AWARDS  
9.1 Gold Medal Award AAB / GD 
 The award recipients for 2006 are :  

 
 Mr Mick Mountain - The presentation of the award was done 

in Cape Town at a dinner attended by both the Present and 
Past President of SAIEG. Mr Richard Galliers gave the 
introduction. The event was a great success, and Mick was 
deeply honoured to have received this prestigious SAIEG 
Award  

 
 Dr Kobus Venter - Phil Paige-Green will give the preamble 

to the award, to be presented at the Gold Medal Dinner after 
the AGM. 

 

Note 

10 GENERAL  
10.1 BOOK ON TONY BRINK’S LIFE 

A gentleman pointed out that the publication “Spine of the Dragon” 
compiled and edited by J Haarhoff and covering the life of Tony Brink, 
was available. It is most readily ordered through Jones and Wagener. 

Note 

   
10.2 PROPOSED CHAIR OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENGINEERING 

GEOLOGY AT WITWATERSRAND UNIVERSITY OB 
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 Oliver Barker announced that his late father had bequeathed a 
considerable sum of money towards the establishment of a Chair of 
Environmental and Engineering Geology at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. This would initially be focused on the mining field / 
discipline.  
 

 

10.3 A FELLOWS’ COMMITTEE OB 
 Oliver Barker suggested that a Fellows’ Committee could be 

established so that Fellows could play a more active role than some 
of them do now. This committee could perhaps meet twice per year, 
and give guidance to the Council / or tackle certain issues that were 
identified.  
Oliver indicated that he would be prepared to kick start such a 
committee if there was some interest. 
 
Dave de Villiers made a suggestion along similar lines, that perhaps 
the Gold Medal winners could have some form of committee or group 
that met several times per year.  
 
Tony A’Bear said that the Council would definitely consider this. 

Note / 
Council 

   
10.4 STANDARD OF REPORT WRITING – COURSE NEEDED  
 Trevor Pape pointed out that we have core logging standards etc., but 

nothing on Geological / geotechnical report writing. There was some 
discussion from the floor, and it was summarized that a course that 
covers 

 The technical content of the report – what should be covered 
and  

 The standard of English, grammar, spelling, style etc should 
also be included. 

Tony A’Bear noted that Rodney Maud had raised this point at a 
SAIEG Council meeting some time ago.  
Louis van Rooy felt that SAIEG should have a report writing course. 
The Council will seriously consider developing / arranging such a 
course. 

Note / 
Council 

   
10.5 AN EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE on the SAIEG COUNCIL  
 Louis van Rooy considered that the curriculum of the University of 

Pretoria should be revised. As part of such an exercise he believed 
that SAIEG Council should have an Educational Committee to look at 
this issue.  
Tony A’Bear remarked that currently Louis was the Educational 
Committee! However, this is not very practical. 

GD 

   
10.6 A COURSE ON SLOPE STABILITY  
 Louis van Rooy suggested that SAIEG should present such a course. 

Messrs van Rooy / P Paige-Green already have one that has been 
presented (a 3 – 4 day course). Council to follow up. 
 
Louis also noted that Mr Greg Botha (University of Kwa-Zulu Natal) 
was doing a lot of work on slope stability.  

AS 

 There being no further business the meeting closed with thanks from 
the President, and was followed by the Gold Medal Award dinner.   

 
Minutes approved: 
 
Seconded: 
 
Minutes compiled by M R Wynne. 


