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PRESIDENT’S COMMUNIQUE

Dear SAIEG Members,

As mentioned previously SAIEG is aiming to communicate with shorter but more regular communications. This
President’s Communique will therefore be shorter than usual. Please join the SAIEG group on LinkedIn as
SAIEG communication will be posted there.

Lockdown

While writing this we are in week 4 of the lockdown period. For many this will be a time of financial concern
due to most of our work requiring 1. Access to sites, 2. Ongoing infrastructure projects and 3. Laboratories.
Some are also generally reliant on long distant and international travel abilities. While access to sites and
laboratories may be available shortly after lockdown is over, there is potentially going to be a delay in some
new infrastructure projects due to the economic effects of lockdown and the global economy. This is especially
true for smaller companies that at any one time have only a handful of projects. If they are in the position where
none of their new projects are about to kick off then they may be slightly idle for the first while. | guess the only
thing we as SAIEG members can do to ensure the wellbeing of the engineering geology industry, and avoid
many of our members from irreversible financial damage is to share work as much as possible within each of
our individual setups. By this | simply mean, that if you are fortunate enough to be in the position where you
have an abundance of work that will start off soon, please consider appointing a subcontractor to help you with
sections of the work. Even if this is only in the form of small site works or desktop studies, this may just be the
small amount of help that allows many to survive.

CPD

A new and most welcome development on the SANCNASP CPD front is the soon to be up and running online
system where you can earn CPD points for reading SAIEG approved articles and published reports. Details
will be released soon via a dedicated communication on the system but in short you will read an article, write
short test and be given a (fraction of a) Category 1 CPD point immediately. A maximum of 1 Category 1 CPD
point per annum will be available on this platform and this will likely require that you read 10 articles.

I must now ask that you please identify articles that you feel are worth adding to the system. We will then

review and accredit them and you can, having already read the article, immediately complete the test and
claim the allocated points for it.
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SAIEG Events

Obviously lockdown and the pending restrictions thereafter will cause most SAIEG events to be cancelled until
we are able to safely host these again. The first such event that was supposed to happen in April was the
annual gala dinner and awards function. Obviously this is not something that can be (satisfactorily) replaced
with an online equivalent and we will therefore schedule this at a later stage.

We are however looking to host online lectures and potentially event seminars. We are working on the first
lecture and hope to get this done soon. We do however realize that not all members have good (or uncapped)
internet connectivity at home and presenting this during lockdown will therefore exclude some members. If
such events are presented during lockdown we will ensure they are recorded and made available for later
viewing. Depending on the success, in both terms of attendance and platform stability, we will start working on
further online seminars (webinars).

Membership

The following membership applications have been approved by the SAIEG council.
Fellow:

1. John Stiff
Member:

1. Nigel Daryl Tonkin
Candidate:

1. Riaan de Kock
2. Mampho Maoyi

If there are any objections from SAIEG members, please send these to membership@saieg.co.za within 2
weeks of this announcement.

Closing

In closing | hope you all managed to stay safe so far and have at least obtained some personal positives out
of the lockdown period. | personally have done an amazing amount of work in and around my house (on jobs
that have been on the list for some time) and gained a new skill, rope skipping, in an attempt to maintain

some form of fitness. Keep an eye on my YouTube channel for my skipping exercise programs *= .

Kind Regards

Robert Leyland

SAIEG President 2019/2020
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