
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAIEG President's Communiqué      08 September 2011 
 
This is the 2nd Communiqué of 2011 and the year seems to rushing headlong to its completion. 
Before we are gripped by rugby fever and all other things are forgotten in a green and gold haze, 
there are a few important actions, issues and announcements to report from the recent Council 
meeting on the 16th August 2011.  
 
Constitution 
 
A task team has been modernising the constitution of SAIEG to bring it in line with a changing 
professional and legal environment. According to the required constitutional process the Council 
has received and accepted the amended constitution and it is now presented to you, the members, 
to give it your approval.  
 
As requested by Council, the task team examined and revised the constitution in order to ensure 
that it adheres to current legislation and to enable the Institute to more fully engage with geologists 
working in the environmental, mining and engineering fields.  Listed below are the fundamental 
changes to the Constitution: 
 
ñ The membership grades have been brought in line with those reflected in the South African 

Council for Natural Scientific Professions (SACNASP) Act, Act No. 27 of 2003. 
ñ The requirements for acceptance as a Member or Candidate Member now rest chiefly on 

registration with SACNASP. 
ñ Minor changes to the structure of Council have been incorporated to reflect the de facto 

structure of the council.  Principally this means that the President and Vice President take 
on the role previously defined as being that of the Secretary. 

ñ The idea of voting or balloting using electronic media has been accepted and incorporated 
into the constitution.  

 
Attached to this email you will find a copy of the revised constitution for your perusal. You are 
requested to vote yes or no to the adoption thereof. The constitution requires a secret postal ballot. 
Since our sole mode of communication with our members is now via email, we kindly request that 
you vote for, or against, the adoption of the new constitution by means of completing the attached 
email ballot form below accordingly and forwarding to the secretariat by the 16th September 2011 at 
the latest. The constitution requires that two thirds of the membership vote in favour of the 
amendment for it to be adopted. Since email is deemed a reliable mode of communication, 
should you not respond it will be counted as a vote in favour of the amendment. 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
ABA Brink Memorial lecture 
Dr. Rodney Maud has been invited to deliver the ABA Brink Memorial Lecture for 2011. Dr. Maud 
has accepted this invitation and the lecture will be held on the 1 November at the Knowledge 
Commons at the CSIR in Pretoria. Look for further announcement in this regard.  
 
 



SAIEG Evening lecture 
A talk on an airborne drone solution for geo-surveys is being presented in October 2011 (we will 
notify you of the date). Explore this new technology and see for yourself how it can enhance site 
investigation. The talk is to be given by Infotron who supply this service. See the website and your 
email inbox for details. 
 
Site visit to De Hoop Dam 
A SAIEG site visit is being planned to the De Hoop Dam near Steelpoort for the 15 October 2011 
from 9:00am to 2:00pm. If you want to get the technical low down on this major project then pencil 
this one into your diary so long. Further details will follow soon. 
 
SAIEG Geotechnical Core Logging, Soil Profiling and Chip Logging Course 
The very popular Geotechnical Core Logging, Soil Profiling and Chip Logging Course which is run 
under the auspices of SAIEG will again take place on the 5, 6 & 7 October 2011. See your email 
for further details. 
 
 
Public comments on SABS Standards 
 
A series of SANS standards documents are to be released for public comment soon. These 
standards documents deal with development on dolomite, sinkhole rehabilitation, investigations for 
township development and soil and chip logging. These standards affect you directly, so watch the 
SAIEG website for announcements.  
 
SAIEG History 
 
At the request of the SAIEG Council, Kobus Venter is in the process of compiling a history of 
SAIEG. For this purpose he is compiling an archive of relevant photos of members, events and 
occasions over the years. If you have any photos that are of relevance then please scan them and 
send on to Kobus at ventercons@telkomsa.net. 
 
 
Membership 
 
The following members have applied for membership of the Institute and their applications have 
been approved by Council: 
 
Member 
Mr. Firehiwot Azene 
 
Affiliate member 
Valentine Yato Katte 
 
In accordance with the by-laws of the constitution, if the Council is satisfied that the candidate 
complies with the requirements of Clause 2.4 of the Constitution and that the candidate is in all 
respects a fit and proper person to be a Member, the applicant’s name shall be published as that of 
a candidate for election. Furthermore should no written objection to the candidate’s election be 
lodged with the Secretary within fourteen days of publication the candidate shall be duly elected. 
 
 
AEG News 
 
The South Africa Branch of AEG has elected Richard Puchner as their new chairman. 
Congratulations Richard! He will serve as representative of the SA Section of AEG on the SAIEG 
Council and will also represent the interests of the affiliate members (all members of SAIEG have 
affiliate membership of AEG) to the AEG in the USA. 
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For those who might not know, AEG produce a number of publications, some of which are freely 
available for download from their website www.aegweb.org. This includes the current AEG News 
magazine, which is published four times a year, and includes interesting articles, as well as news 
and updates within the association, profession and general industry.  Print copies can be ordered 
and posted.  
 
The AEG also publish The Environmental and Engineering Geoscience Journal, which is only 
available online to full AEG members, however, titles and abstracts are available to all visitors to 
the AEG website. Print copies can also be ordered and posted. 
 
For a list of all publications and more details on how to access them, as well as how to become a 
full AEG member, refer to user the instruction sheets posted on the SAIEG website under Links > 
Professional bodies > AEG downloads 
 
 
IAEG 
 
Hot off the press! The new IAEG web site is now operative, go and take a look. It is currently still 
under construction but will have added functionality when completed. I will give more detail on what 
is envisaged with this new web page in my next communiqué.  
 

http://www.aegweb.org

