
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAIEG PRESIDENT'S COMMUNIQUE      1 November 2011 
 
This is the final President's Communiqué of 2011 and the year is almost done and dusted. The silly 
season sets in round about now, but before we sign off on this year there are a couple of matters 
stemming from our recent Council meeting on the 13 October that I must draw your attention to. 
 
Mick Mountain 
It is with great sadness that we learnt of the passing of Mick Mountain on Wednesday, 12th October 
2011. Mick was very much one of the pioneers of Engineering Geology in South Africa having 
produced one of the very first engineering geological maps of an area in the Cape and was also 
one of the founding members of SAIEG. He is a past recipient of our Gold Medal Award in 2006. A 
memorial function is being held in Franschhoek on the 5th November 2011. Please contact Richard 
Galliers at 082 658 4528 for more details in this regard. 
 
Constitution 
The voting on the adoption of the revised constitution has been completed and no votes against 
were received. The new Constitution is now in force and the Council will now revise the by-laws to 
reflect the revisions adopted. 
 
Post Box 
To allow better handling of our 'snailmail' correspondence SAIEG has acquired a new post box, 
which is more central and closer to the offices of the secretariat. The new postal address is as 
follows: 
 
     P O Box 1603 
     HOUGTON 
    2041 
 
The old Pretoria address will be available for the next 12 months after which it will be terminated. 
 
ABA Brink Memorial Lecture 
The ABA Brink Memorial Lecture is taking place tonight (1st of November) at the Knowledge 
Commons at the CSIR at 18:00 for 18:30.  Dr. Rodney Maud has been invited to deliver the ABA 
Brink Memorial Lecture for 2011. Dr. Maud will be looking back on nearly 60 years of 
Geomorphology, Engineering Geology and Soil Science in South Africa. Please give this event 
your support, it is not to be missed. 
 
Public comments on the Regulations for the Geoscience Amendment Act 
The Department of Mineral Resources advertised comment on the Regulations for the Geoscience 
Amendment Act. SAIEG responded and raised a couple of concerns on your behalf. You can read 
the letter that was sent on your behalf based on the comment received on the Members 
Noticeboard on the SAIEG website. 
 
 
Membership 
The following member has applied for membership of the Institute and her application has been 
approved by Council 



 
Member 
Gugu Ndlela 
 
In accordance with the by-laws of the constitution, if the Council is satisfied that the candidate 
complies with the requirements of Clause 2.4 of the Constitution and that the candidate is in all 
respects a fit and proper person to be a Member, the applicant’s name shall be published as that of 
a candidate for election. Furthermore should no written objection to the candidate’s election be 
lodged with the Secretary within fourteen days of publication the candidate shall be duly elected. 
 
The following student member is welcomed: 
Obikoya Ismaila Bamibele 
 
SAIEG Gold Medal Award 
It gives me great pleasure to announce that Council has selected Peter Terbrugge to receive the 
SAIEG Gold Medal Award for 2011. The award will presented at our Gold Medal Gala Dinner on 
the 9th March 2011. An email announcement of this event is to follow soon. Congratulations Peter! 
 
Facebook 
For all you Facebookers out there, SAIEG now has a page on Facebook. Search for SAIEG and 
'like it' and you can get up to date with the latest posts on SAIEG events and news. Use it to post 
something of professional or geological interest of your own there, if you want. 
 
Newsletter 
The second newsletter for 2011 will be available on the webpage soon, so look out for it.  
 
AEG News 
Richard Puchner represented SAIEG and Oliver Barker the SA Branch of AEG at the 54th Annual 
Meeting of AEG Congress in Anchorage, Alaska from the 19th -24th September 2011. We will hear 
some feedback from Richard in the next newsletter, early in the new year.  
 
IAEG 
I attended the IAEG Executive Committee meeting, which was arranged to coincide with EngeoPro 
Conference 2011 held in Moscow from the 6th to the 8th September 2011. The IAEG has seen a 
steady decline in membership over the past couple of years. We are still the only members in good 
standing in Africa. A modernisation programme has been initiated and this has involved the 
updating of the webpage, a drive to attract and retain young professionals and also to reactivate 
dormant national groups. The commissions are also receiving attention with a Technical Oversight 
Committee being established to coordinate and drive the work of the Commissions. The IAEG 
Bulletin has been growing from strength to strength, with Springer offering more pages per volume 
to IAEG at no extra charge. The Bulletin is still good value at an annual subscription of €37 for 
IAEG members as opposed to €400 for a private subscription. We are still plagued by Bulletin 
distribution problems and trying to streamline by distributing them through the SAIEG secretariat. 
 
 


