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SAIEG PRESIDENT'S COMMUNIQUE  14 March 2012 
 
I am sure many of you were up at midnight on the 31st December to see the new year in, for some, 
I am certain, it was to make sure the old year had really left. With global economic downturn 
('depression' sounds so depressing), 2011 proved to be a challenging year for our economy and I 
am sure most us have felt the bite. I can confirm, however, that the old year did in fact leave and 
with a new year comes a less pessimistic economic outlook and new opportunities and beginnings. 
The budget speech has come and gone and, with the promises of spending on infrastructure, there 
is hope of a resurgence in the construction industry and a busy time for you all.   
 
A meeting of the SAIEG Council was held on the 16 February 2012 and I must bring the following 
matters, emanating from this meeting, to your attention. 
 
AGM and Gala Dinner 
Yes, it was that time of year again where Council reported back to you on what we have done right 
and wrong in the affairs of the Institute and whether we have spent your membership moneys 
wisely or not. The AGM started at 17:00 and was followed by our premier event of the year; the 
Gala Dinner.  
 
At the Gala Dinner we honoured the contribution of Peter Terbrugge to our profession in awarding 
him the 2011 SAIEG Gold Medal Award. Our guest speaker was Estienne de Beer.  
 
SANS 
Public comment on a number of SANS documents on geotechnical standards closed on the 20th 
February. I trust you have made use of this opportunity to have your say and provide your inputs. 
We await response from SABS in this regard. 
 
SACNASP 
The aforesaid SANS documents have brought to light the need to development a guideline for the 
identification of work for engineering geologists. We are still engaging with SACNASP to begin this 
process. 
 
Membership 
The following members have applied for membership of the Institute and their applications have 
been approved by Council: 
 
Member 
Samantha Richardson 
Abraham Potgieter 
Glory Momubaghan 
Sundras Pather 
Tharina Oosthuizen (upgrade to member) 
Julien Rousel (upgrade to member) 
Gerard Ntengnou (upgrade to member) 
Shivana Surujbally (upgrade to member) 
 
Candidate Member 
Denisha Govender 
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Ohveshlan Pillay                                                
Martin Biggs                                                      
Klavs Christensen 
 
In accordance with the by-laws of the constitution, if the Council is satisfied that the candidate 
complies with the requirements of Clause 2.4 of the Constitution and that the candidate is in all 
respects a fit and proper person to be a Member, the applicant’s name shall be published as that of 
a candidate for election. Furthermore should no written objection to the candidate’s election be 
lodged with the Secretary within fourteen days of publication the candidate shall be duly elected. 
 
Affiliate Member 
Hennie ter Stege 
 
Student Member 
The following student members are welcomed: 
Keval Singh 
Haajierah Mosavel 
Yusuf Simjee 
Stephanie Hayman 
Callie Pickering 
Priantha Subrayen 
Kimantha Moodley 
Sthokoza Shanagase 
Sinethemba Zamandaba Sibiya 
Thubelihle Dlamini 
Dlamini Andile 
Phinda Dlamini 
Filippo Toniolo 
Thabo Shadrack Skosana 
Nigel Brink 
Nomalungelo Majola 
Mahlatela Bhekumuzi Maisiuni 
Roelof ter Stege 
 
Courses 
We are presenting another Soils, Core Logging and Chip Logging Course from the 16th to the 18th 
May 2012. Please go to the webpage for all the details to register.  
 
Following the success of the first Rock Identification Course a second running of this course was 
held on the 2nd and 3rd of March 2012 and proved equally successful. 
 
A big thank you to the teams that make these courses happen. 
 
Talks 
The first of our evening talks is planned for the 18th April 2012. Please diarise the date, more 
details will follow shortly. 
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Site visit 
Ilse Kleynhans is hosting a SAIEG site visit of dolomite risk management system at the Ekurhuleni 
Municipality in April, so look out for this one if you are involved in dolomitic investigations and 
DRMPs. 
 
Facebook 
For all you Facebookers out there, a reminder again that SAIEG now has a group on Facebook. 
Search for SAIEG and join this group and you can get up to date with the latest’s posts on SAIEG 
events and news. Use it to post something of professional or geological interest of your own there 
if you want. 
 
Webpage 
If you have registered as a member on the webpage you're missing out on plenty of benefits only 
enjoyed by members. Register on-line, you will find it on the top right corner of the web page – 
www.saieg.co.za. 
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