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SAIEG PRESIDENT'S COMMUNIQUÉ                 29 August 2015 
 
As 2015 rolls on into an early spring (or even summer judging by some of the daytime 
temperatures), we reflect on the origins of our umbrella body, the IAEG. Our SAIEG Vice-president 
Louis, as incumbent Vice-president of IAEG for Africa will be attending the Executive Committee 
and Council meetings in Delhi and representing SAIEG on our members behalf towards the end of 
October.  
This should be a rather nostalgic meeting in Delhi, as it was in this city during the 22nd International 
Geological Congress (IGC) in December 1964 that a group of 9 or 10 geologists suggested that a 
“commission covering the relationship between the materials in their natural place and the work of 
engineers” should be established. This immediately became a commission on Engineering geology 
and at the first meeting on 21st December, 18 “members (including Leslie Kent, Director of the then 
Geological Survey representing South Africa) officially established IAEG. Talk about making things 
happen in a hurry !! 
Next year, the 35th IGC will take place in Cape Town between the 17th August and 4th September, 
86 years after the last one that was held in South Arica, in Pretoria in 1929. It is likely that this IGC 
will attract somewhere between 7 500 and 10 000 delegates from almost every country in the 
world, and hopefully a significant number of engineering geologists. Have a look at 
http://www.35igc.org/Themes/47/Engineering-Geology-and-Geomechanics and please try and get 
as many abstracts from South Africa in as possible (closing date 31 January 2016, but don’t wait 
until the last moment). This will give us a wonderful opportunity to show the rest of the world what 
we are doing here (research, innovations, problem solving or short case studies). The good news 
is that you don’t have to prepare a full paper, only an extended abstract (one page) and either a 
short presentation or a poster (possibly both). But more importantly, it will give you a wonderful 
opportunity to discuss things with colleagues from around the world. Some of the presentations 
may be expanded to full papers for publication in special proceedings. 

In September, Robert Leyland, our AEG representative will also be attending the AEG Annual 
meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he will be representing SAIEG and promoting the IGC.  
The IGC has traditionally been the venue for IAEG Council and Commission meetings and SAIEG 
will be hosting the IAEG Executive Committee during the IGC. This will assist us in getting a high 
level of representation of international members in Cape Town (at least 15 Excom members and 
Past presidents). With Scott Burns from the USA being the current IAEG President, we can also 
expect the AEG (with a membership considerably larger than the 6000 IAEG members) to promote 
the IGC among its membership.  
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The SAIEG Council held its third meeting of 2015 on 6th August and this is a report back to the 
members from that meeting.  
 
MEMBERSHIP 
The following applications for Membership of SAIEG were received and approved by Council:    

New Members: 

• No completed applications for full membership were received or discussed 
 

Applicants for other categories of membership received and accepted by Council include:  

Student Members: 

■     Maria Kotze, UNW 
■     Thandeka Zwane, UP 
■     Lehana Bulane, UP 

Candidate members: 

Maria Ferentinou 
Edmond Mulovhedzi 
Hunadi Kgole 

 
CPD ACCREDITATION 
 
Following my introductory comments on CPD accreditation in the last Communique, SAIEG 
arranged a very enlightening talk at various venues around South Africa on the background, 
process and requirements for the CPD process. Johan van Schalkwyk gave an entertaining and 
comprehensive presentation of what we will all have to start doing in the near future in order to 
retain our SACNASP registration, without which we will legally not be entitled to carry out our 
chosen profession as engineering geologists. Watch this space for further developments, which 
are expected to kick-off at full speed later next year or early in 2017. 
 
JOB IDENTIFICATION 
We continue to find calls for tenders by certain client bodies for site investigations in which 
Engineering Geologists are explicitly excluded by clauses indicating that the work needs to be 
signed off by a Geotechnical Engineer.  If any other members notice such barriers to tendering and 
carrying out our profession in future, please inform SAIEG immediately so that we can follow it up 
with the Competition Commission. 
 
Newsletter, Webpage and Awards 
The next SAIEG newsletter is due for distribution in November. Lindi is always looking for 
interesting snippets of information regarding projects, site visits or any other activity. Anything short 
articles or photographs that you may have, which may be of interest to your fellow engineering 
geologists can be sent to her at editor@saieg.co.za.  
Don’t forget to regularly keep an eye on the website. Matthys Dippenaar is doing a good job in 
keeping it up to date and regular notices of conferences or meetings that may be of interest to our 
members are being posted on the site. If you have any published papers that you would like to 
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share with fellow members, send them to secretariat@saieg.co.za and you could be a contender 
for the ABA Brink Award. 
 
Facebook & LinkedIn 
For those who are following SAIEG on Facebook, please feel free to post and add pictures of 
anything that you feel may be of interest to other members of SAIEG i.e. projects, site inspections, 
news etc. Once you’ve joined SAIEG on LinkedIn, you can start a discussion or share something 
with the group. Give it a try!  
 
Upcoming Events 

• 5-6 May 2016: 1st SA Geotechnical Conference, Sun City (see SAIEG website for details). 
This is a good chance to publish high quality papers (remember that they all contribute to 
CPD points) so try and get an abstract in a soon as possible. 
 

• 27 Aug – 4 Sep 2016: 35th IGC, Cape Town (www.35igc.org ) 
 
Next Council Meeting:  
The next Council meeting will be held on 4th November 2015.  
 
Until the next communique, 
Have a good time and I trust that you will all keep busy 
Regards 

 
Phil 
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