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February 2017 

SAIEG PRESIDENT'S COMMUNIQUÉ      
 
It is my pleasure and honour to communicate with SAIEG membership as President for the 

2017/18 term. The main purpose of this communication is to inform SAIEG members of the most 

important issues discussed and decisions taken at our quarterly council meetings. The first council 

meeting for 2017 took place at Ambrosia Hall on 9 February. 

 

The council, with portfolios in brackets) for this term is: 

• President: Louis van Rooy 

• Vice-President: Robert Leyland (Awards) 

• Past President: Phil Paige-Green 

• Elected Members:  
Debbie Abel (Membership & Regional Rep KZN) 

Paul Aucamp (Treasurer) 

Izak Breytenbach (SACNASP & CPD) 

Siya Ndlovu (Webpage, social media & events) 

Siyabonga Nyathi (Newsletter) 

Lindi Richter (CPD) 

 

I am excited to lead this very energetic and motivated council during my term as President. It is a 

balanced group with a perfect mix of experience and youth and bodes well for the future of SAIEG. 

We will soon contact the various regional representatives and distribute their contact details. They 

fulfil a crucial role as the connection between Council and members outside Gauteng. I will inform 

you soon of who the representatives in the Western Cape and Limpopo will be. Debbie Abel has 

indicated that she is willing to again represent the Kwazulu-Natal Region – thanks Debbie. 

 

Council also decided to appoint Selah Productions (Yolandé van den Berg) to assist with day to 

day administrative duties as well as the organising of specific events and short courses. As some 

of you may know, RCA, who previously assisted us with event organising and limited 

administrative and financial support, closed early 2016. We will remunerate Selah Productions via 

a monthly retainer with specific fees agreed on to arrange the AGM and Awards dinner, short 

courses and evening talks. This will allow council members to focus on professional and legal 

matters of concern to our membership. Thank you Yolandé we are looking forward to provide our 

members more effectively with your assistance. 

 

Membership fee invoices have been mailed and I urge all members to pay by the end of the month. 

We also need to boost our corporate membership and encourage existing corporate members to 

again support SAIEG through their generous sponsorship. Please contact secretariat@saieg.co.za 
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to obtain an invoice or if you want to become a new sponsor. If you know of any possible sponsors, 

please send their details to the above e-mail. 

 

SACNASP is implementing the CPD process this year. We decided to task Izak Breytenbach, with 

assistance from Lindi Richer, to develop a programme to support members to accumulate the 

required 5 CPD points per year within each 5 year cycle. We will develop this programme in close 

collaboration with SAICE, SAIMM, GSSA and other institutions to keep members informed on the 

exact requirements (already available via SACNASP newsletters) and to provide you with a list of 

accredited courses, workshops and conferences. Some of you may also be approached by Izak 

and Lindi to present short courses and workshops to members based on your knowledge and 

expertise in the various fields of engineering geology/geotechnical engineering. We need to 

develop this from scratch as a service to our members so please bear with us and if you feel you 

can contribute in any way please contact secretariat@saieg.co.za with your details and how you 

want to contribute. You will personally have to manage your CPD points portfolio via your 

SACNASP membership portal. 

 

There is a growing number of active, young members in SAIEG and in line with the IAEG initiative, 

Siya Ndlovu will initiate the establishment of a Young Professional group. Initially she will facilitate 

the creation a small committee to arrange social and other activities and to eventually develop this 

initiative into a forum where younger and student members can get to know each other and interact 

formally within the various regions, but also internationally within their peer group. The first formal 

gathering of Young Professionals will be at the IAEG 2018 Congress in San Francisco, USA. 

 

Local AEG members need to renew their membership via the process provided by Rob Leyland. 

2017 will be the last year that payment arrangements will be through SAIEG and from 2018 

members must pay membership directly to AEG via their webpage. 

 
Membership applications discussed and approved during the council meeting: 

Members 
1. Warren Kretzinger 

2. Christopher John Ross  

3. Andrew John Greet  

4. Eugene Laubscher  

5. Dewald Johannes Kruger  

 

Candidate Members 
1. Innocent Neo Mabilo  

2. Georges Mandumba  

3. Alfred Krebs  

4. Nigel Tonkin  

5. Shannon Krebs  

6. Andre Fourie  

 

Affiliate Members 
1. Robert Tinago  

 

Members have a two-week period to object to the election of any of these members. 
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You are all encouraged to attend the AGM and Gala Dinner on 3 March 2017. 

 
The 1st Africa Meeting of IAEG will coincide with the international Conference on Geology, Mining, 

Mineral and Groundwater Resources of Sub-Saharan Africa: Challenges and Opportunities Ahead, 

(11-13th July, 2017, Livingstone, Zambia). The link to the special session on Engineering Geology 

is provided below. Consider to submit an abstract before 15 March 2017. It falls in the school 

holidays and may just be a good reason to visit the Victoria Falls with the family and meet our 

fellow engineering geologists from Africa. http://mines.unza.zm/conference/index.php/special-

sessions/ 

 

In the same vein, please note that the closing date for abstract submissions to the IAEG 2018 

Congress in San Francisco is 15 May 2017. South Africa is regarded as one of the most supporting 

National Groups to the four yearly IAEG Congresses and let us not disappoint the organizers this 

time round. 

 

The 2017/18 Council is looking forward to an exciting and productive two years, but that depends 

on the support, active engagement, commitment of and constructive criticism from each SAIEG 

member. Visit our webpage, like us on Facebook® and see you at the AGM.  

 

The next Counil meeting will be held on 18 May 2017. 
 
 
 
Regards 
 
Louis van Rooy 
Vice-President 
 

 


