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17 March 2022

PRESIDENT’S COMMUNIQUE

Dear SAIEG Members,

If you're like me and you had hopes that 2022 would be better and easier than 2021 and 2020 so far
it doesn’t seem that way, but things feel like they are looking up.

As most of you are aware we hosted our 4" annual SAIEG seminar last week. The topic was Site
Investigation, In-Situ Testing and Laboratory Assessment and was held at The Blades in Pretoria.
The hybrid event was very well attended (41 in-person delegates and 32 online delegates) and the
reviews we have received have all been overwhelmingly positive.

A special thank you goes out to the presenters at that seminar and to the organizing committee who
did a large amount of the legwork behind the scenes. We believe this annual seminar is an important
part of the continued professional development of our members and we urge members to contact us
with any suggested topic to be covered by such events.

Our AGM was held at the end of the first day of the seminar. This is the third time we have done this
and it seems to work well as the attendance has been up in the last 3 years.
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SAIEG Directory

The digital SAIEG directory is on the website, however there are still a few members’ details
outstanding. There will be another registration email that is sent directly from the website requesting
members to complete the directory form. As there have been many changes to contact details over
the past year, we would like to request that all members complete the form again. If you do not
receive your email to register before end of March, please send an email to secretariat@saieg.co.za.
You should now be able to check whether someone is a member by searching for them on the
directory.

The membership invoices for 2022 were sent in February and statements will be emailed shortly. If
you have not received your 2022 invoice, please send an email to secretariat@saieg.co.za.

Membership

Membership applications discussed and approved during the previous council meeting:

Member:

1. Hagandhri Pillay
2. Paul Hansmeyer

Student Member:

Thabiso Mpongose
Nhlelelo Memela
Thando Ndlovu
Lauren Eastwood
Nazneen Ebrahim
Tanya Ranjit
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If any member has any issues or objections to one of the above decisions, please inform us within
two weeks after receiving this communique.

Universities

This year we plan to revitalise our connections with the University of Pretoria and University of
Kwazulu-Natal. This will include visits to the Universities by council members to have open
discussions about environmental and engineering geology with students in the geology programs.

Good news is that WITS University is discussing the possibility of restarting their degree in
Engineering Geology.
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CPD Events

We are still trying to populate the SACNASP online CPD system with papers. The system allows for
approved articles to be uploaded and a short test to be taken and be given a 0.1 point for Category 1.
Please do send us articles of interest.

ABA Brink Lecture

We have not had the Brink lecture for the last 2 years because of Covid restrictions on gatherings —
we will revive the evening lecture this year and hope to have it in late August and this will be held in
person in Gauteng, Durban and Cape Town. Look out for the notices.

Awards

Last year we did not receive any nominations for the ABA Brink and VP Awards. A reminder that
the ABA Brink Award is presented to a SAIEG member of who is the primary author of a meritorious
publication related to engineering and/or environmental geology in South Africa or elsewhere.

The VP Award is given for a photo that illustrates the lighter side of fieldwork or the natural beauty
of the areas we are often privileged to witness during our site investigations. All photos must be
taken on site during an engineering or environmental geological investigation and include some
evidence thereof.

The deadline for both has been extended to 315t March 2022 so get your publications and photos in.
You can email these to awards@saieg.co.za or post photos to our Facebook page.

We will have our Gala Event later this year, we have decided to make this an afternoon
outdoor event the same as last year so that any COVID restrictions will not prevent it from
happening.

Regards,
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Lindl Richer
SAIEG President 2021/2022
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