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Meet Dr Frank Netterberg

Dr Frank Netterberg is an independent researcher and specialist consultant on pavement
materials and geotechnics. He graduated with a BSc in Geology, Chemistry and Physics in
1960 from the University of Cape Town, a BSc Hons in 1963 in Engineering Geology, and a
PhD in 1970. He is a Chartered Engineer (UK), a Professional Scientist, a Fellow of SAIEG,
SAICE and ICE and a Member of AEG.
In the 1960s he was employed by mining companies on emerald and nickel prospects in the
then Rhodesia and copper and oil in the then South West Africa, Kantey and Templer on site
investigations and soil mapping, and the Road Research Institute of the CSIR. In the 1970s
he was employed by Ove Arup in London on site investigations and coal mining subsidence,
as the lecturer in Engineering Geology at the University of the Witwatersrand, and by the
NITRR of the CSIR, from 1977 to 1988 as Head of the Soil Engineering Group involving
projects such as pedogenic materials, salt damage, durability of lime and cement stabilization,
mudrocks, problematic soils, unsealed and low volume sealed roads, coal mining road
subsidence, and test methods; together with responsibility for the geological, geotechnical, and
soil and aggregate laboratories. Since 1990 he has been an independent researcher and
consultant.
Frank has had over 100 peer-reviewed papers published and his work has been recognized
with the Holdredge Award of the AEG (USA), the Jennings and Meritorious Research Awards
of SAICE, the Distinguished Fellow Award of the SATC, the South African Geotechnical Medal,
the SAIEG Gold Medal, the Draper Medal of the GSSA, the Silver Medal of the SSSSA,
Honorary Membership of AEG (USA) and SAT, the Keynote Address on Residual Soils and
Pedocretes at the 1994 IAEG congress in Lisbon and the 2010 Tony Brink Memorial Lecture.
Over the years he served on the Committees of the South Africa Section of AEG; SAIEG, the
Geotechnical Division of SAICE, the Highway Materials Committee of the South African road
authorities, SASQUA, and several technical committees of the SABS, ASTM and RILEM, the
IGCP on laterites and the ISSMFE on calcretes and tropical soils, assisted with the
organization of several conferences, and supervised or examined a number of PhD and MSc
theses.


